
Bios of speakers

Prof. Devang Khakhar assumed the position of Director of Indian Institute of Technology, 
Bombay (IIT-B) from January 1, 2009.  Prof. Khakhar pursued his B.Tech from Indian 
Institute of Technology, Delhi (IIT-D) in the 1981 and Ph.D from the University of 
Massachusetts Amherst in the year 1986.
He is an associate with the Indian National Academy of Engineering, the Indian National 
Science Academy and the Indian Academy of Science.  Prof. also received IIT-Bʼs 
“Excellence in Teaching Award” and the “Mathur Award for Research Excellence.” 

Additionally, he has been awarded numerous prestigious 
awards including Bhatnagar Prize in 1997 and the 
Swarnajayanti Fellowship in 1998. 
He joined the Department of Chemical Engineering at IIT-B 
in January 1987 and since then he has been working as a 
core faculty of IIT-B.  He has published more than 150 
papers that include papers in Nature and Science.  Prof. 
Khakhar has served as Professor-in-charge of IIT-Bs 
continuing Education Program from 2001-02 and as head of 
department of Chemical Engineering from 2002-04 and has 
been the Dean of Faculty Affairs since 2005.  He is a 
Distinguished Alumnus of the Indian Institute of Technology, 
Delhi.

Manohar Parrikar was the Chief Minister of Goa from 2000 to 2005.  He is the first IIT 
graduate to become the Chief Minister of any Indian state ever.

He is from the Bharatiya Janata Party, the first from his party to 
become the Chief Minister in Goa.  He was first elected to the 
Second Legislative Assembly of the state of Goa in 1994.  He was 
the leader of the opposition from June to November 1999.  He first 
became the Chief Minister of Goa on October 24, 2000 but could 
only last till February 27, 2002 .  In June 2002, he was re-elected to 
the assembly and was elected Chief Minister again.
He is credited with bringing the BJP to power in Goa.  He is also 
credited with single handedly bringing the IFFI (International Film 
Festival of India) to Goa, and creating more international quality 
infrastructure in Goa for the event in a short time than any other 

former government.  He is also known to be a man of action, and principles.  He is 
currently the Leader of the Opposition in Goa and is the recipient of the Distinguished 
Alumnus Award of IIT-B.



Prof. Ashok Misra is the Chairman-India and Head of Global Alliances of Intellectual 
Ventures and located in Bangalore.  Prior to this he was at the IIT Bombay as its Director, 
from 2000-08; at IIT Delhi from 1977-2000; and at Monsanto Chemical Co. from 1974-77.  
He obtained his B.Tech. at IIT Kanpur, M.S. at Tufts University and Ph.D. at the University 
of Massachusetts.  He was awarded the Doctor of Science by Thapar University, Patiala.  
He is a Fellow of the National Academy of Sciences India and was its President from 
2006-08 and is also a Fellow of the Indian National Academy of Engineering. Prof. Misra is 

on the Board of Directors of Reliance Industries Ltd. and was on 
the Board of National Thermal Power Corporation Ltd. as well as 
Rashtriya Chemicals & Fertilizers Ltd. for 6 years.  He is or has 
been on the Boards of several national and international 
institutions.  He has received several awards which include - 
S.S. Bhatnagar Memorial Award at the 94th Indian Science 
Congress; Distinguished Alumnus Awards from University  of 
Massachusetts, IIT Kanpur and Tufts University; Chemtech CEW 
Awards (Education); National Systems Gold Medal; Qimpro 
Platinum Standard Award (Education).  He has co-authored a 
book, has 6 patents and published over 100 international 
publications.

Dr.S.R.Shetye is currently the Director of the National Institute of 
Oceanography in Goa. He has a M.Sc. in Physics from IIT-B and 
a Ph.D. from the University of Washington in Seattle. He is a 
recipient of the SS Bhatnagar Award and a Fellow of the Indian 
National Science Academy besides receiving many other awards 
and scholarships. He is also the Editor of the prestigious Journal 
of Earth System Science. He is a Distinguished Alumnus of IIT-
Bombay and is also currently on the Board of Governors of IIT-
Bombay.

Rohit Manchanda grew up in the coal-mining townships of eastern India.He went on 
scholarships to the University of Oxford where he gained his Bachelors and his D.Phil in 
the physiological sciences. He is now on the faculty of the School of Biosciences and 
Bioengineering at IIT-Bombay where he teaches and conducts research on electrical 
signaling in the nervous system. He has published research articles in some of the premier 

journals in his field. He is also the recipient of AICTEs Career 
Award for Young Teachers and IIT-Bombayʼs Excellence in 
Teaching Award. He is also a published author - his novel In 
the Light of the Black Sun - won a Betty Trask Award and was 
published by Penguin India. He has also authored 
Monastery, Sanctuary, Laboratory - 50 Years of IIT 
Bombay.



Dr. Ajit Ranade, based in Mumbai, is the Chief Economist at the Aditya Birla Group, a 
multinational conglomerate.  His professional career has spanned academic and corporate 
assignments, including teaching in Universities in India and U.S., and as Chief Economist 

at ABN AMRO Bank.  He has served on various committees of the 
Reserve Bank of India, most recently in the Committee for Fuller 
Capital Account Convertibility.  He is a member of the Board of India 
Today Economists, chairs the CII West Zone Sub Committee on 
Economic Affairs and the Research Advisory Panel of the Indian 
Institute of Banking and Finance.  He writes a weekly column in a 
local Mumbai paper.
Dr. Ranade, a 1982 BTech in EE is a member of IIT Bombay's 
Advisory Council and also the Senate.  He has served the Board of 
IITBAA as Director and Chairman and has also received the 
Distinguished Alumnus Award in 2009.

Ramesh Mangaleswaran is a Director with the India Office of McKinsey & Company. In 
his 17 years with McKinsey, Ramesh has served clients in the manufacturing and 

infrastructure sectors in India and the US. Ramesh has been a leader of 
the Firm's manufacturing and operations practices in India and in Asia. 
He founded and led the Purchasing Center of Competence for the Firm 
for several years, serves on the Advisory Board on the McKinsey 
Knowledge Center and currently leads the Firms' South India location, 
being based in Chennai, and the Social Sector Practice for Asia. 
Ramesh received his B.Tech. degree in Metallurgical Engineering from 
the Indian Institute of Technology, Mumbai, in 1989 and MBA from the 
Indian Institute of Management, Ahmedabad in 1993.

Raj Kamal joined the New Delhi office of McKinsey & Company in 2003. Since joining the 
firm he has worked extensively in the financial services sector in India and SE Asia. Hios 
work covers serving leading institutions across strategy, operations, organization and 

performance transformation. In addition to financial services, Raj also 
has interest in the education sector. Prior to joining the firm, Raj has 
worked for eight years in the Indian Administrative Service (IAS) from 
1994-2002. Raj holds an MBA from the Indian School of Business and 
a B.Tech. in Mechanical Engineering from IIT-Bombay.
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Raj Kamal 

Raj Kamal joined the New Delhi office of McKinsey & Company in 2003. Since joining the firm 
he has worked extensively in the financial services sector in India and South East Asia. His work 
covers serving leading institutions across strategy, operations, organization and performance 
transformation. In addition to financial services, Raj also has interest in the education sector. 
Some of his sample work is as follows 

¦ Leading a multi-year transformation for a leading bank in India across retail 
banking, international business, payments, rural business and back-office 
operations. 

¦ Serving a leading financial conglomerate on a frontline transformation program 

¦ Serving several leading asset managers on their India entry strategy  

¦ Writing a whitepaper that lays out the agenda for change in the school 
education space in India. This effort laid out the quality imperative for India, 
and critical changes required to drive towards it. 

Prior to joining the firm, Raj has worked for eight years in the premier civil services in India - the 
Indian Administrative Service from 1994 to 2002.  

Raj Kamal holds an MBA from the Indian School of Business, Hyderabad; and a B.Tech. in 
mechanical engineering from the Indian Institute of Technology, Mumbai. 
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Prof. Rangan Banerjee did his B.Tech. and Ph.D. from IIT Bombay. He is a Professor of 
the Department of Energy Science and Engineering and currently the Dean of Research 
and Development at the Indian Institute of Technology Bombay. He was Associate Dean 
(R & D) of IIT Bombay from 2003-2006 and Head of the Dept of Energy Science and 
Engineering (2006-2009). He is a Convening Lead Analyst for Industrial End Use 
Efficiency and a Member of the Executive Committee for the Global Energy Assessment 
(2008-2010) coordinated by the International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis. He 

was a member of the Planning Commissionʼs Integrated 
Energy Policy (2004-2005) Committee and on the Working 
Group for Renewable energy and energy efficiency and 
DSM for the Eleventh Five Year Plan. He has co- authored 
a book on Planning for Demand Side Management in the 
Power sector, a book on Energy Cost in the Chemical 
Industry and a book on Engineering Education in India. He 
has been involved in industrial projects with organisations 
like Essar, Indian Chemical Manufacturers Association, 
KSIDC, HR Johnson, Tata Consulting Engineers, BSES, 
Sterlite, International Institute of Energy Conservation and 
sponsored projects with the Department of Science & 
Technology, UN, MERC, PCRA, MNES, Hewlett 

Foundation. His areas of interest include energy management, modelling of energy 
systems, energy planning and policy, hydrogen energy and fuel cells. He has conducted 
two international training programmes on solar energy and several National programmes 
on renewable energy and Energy Management. He is also an Adjunct faculty (Honorary) in 
the Department of Engineering & Public Policy, Carnegie Mellon University.

After graduating from IIT-Bombay , Ashok Kamath worked in industry for nearly 25 years , 
almost all of it for Analog Devices Inc., a Boston based manufacturer of integrated circuits 
and set up the Indian operations of Analog Devices. In March 2004, he retired as the 
Managing Director of Analog Devices India and has since focused full time on social 

initiatives. He is currently the Chairman of Akshara Foundation ( 
www.aksharafoundation.org ) which is a public-private partnership 
that aims to have  Every Child in School and Learning Well. He is 
also a Trustee of Pratham Books which is a public charitable trust 
that publishes low-cost, high-quality books for children in multiple 
Indian languages ( www.prathambooks.org ) and at PROOF. Ashok 
and his family live in Bangalore.

http://www.aksharafoundation.org
http://www.aksharafoundation.org
http://www.prathambooks.org
http://www.prathambooks.org


After completing his B.Tech. from IIT-Bombay, Dr. Ajay Kela proceeded to the University 
of Rochester where he got his Ph.D. Subsequently he has worked in different companies 
in various capacities both in the U.S. and in India. He has worked with Autodesk , GE in 
the U.S.; and with the Silicon Valley based Venture Capital firm NEA. He has also been the 
COO of Symphony Services in India. Currently, he is the President and CEO of the 

Wadhwani Foundation which focuses on Accelerating economic 
development through entrepreneurship, innovation and targeted 
job creation and is based in Bangalore.

Vasant Gangavane comes from a famous tribal family of artists in Pinguli near Kudal in 
Sindhudurga District of Mahrashtra. He did his B.Tech. from IIT B in Electrical Engineering 
in 1965 . He worked at Crompton Greaves for a year and did his MBA from IIM Kolkata in 
1968 . He was Gold Medalist from IIM with a record gap between the first and second 
ranks. In 1968, he went to the U.S. and worked as a consultant at Wharton. He came back 
to India in 1972 and since then has devoted all his time for rural transformation. He has 
been a member of the Planning Commission and has been instrumental in promoting 
watershed development programmes in India. He has promoted Gokul Prakalp Pratisthan 

a NGO working on various social programs in Konkan area . He is 
popularly known as Anna in the Konkan area and commands great 
respect due to his selfless pursuit of the cause for rural 
transformation.With the IT revolution , he has been trying to convince 
professionals to develop applications on open source platforms to 
bring IT resources for use in rural areas . 
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